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HEATHCOTE HOSPITAL SITE (RESERVATION) BILL 2001 
Second Reading 

DR WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [6.04 pm]:  I move - 

That the Bill be now read a second time. 

This Bill is intended to protect the Heathcote Hospital site from undesirable interference by reserving the land as 
a class A reserve under the Land Administration Act 1997.  The land, together with the heritage buildings, is also 
protected by the heritage agreement, which is registered as a memorial on the land title. 

The community is deeply concerned about the future of the site because of the continuing risk that parts of the 
site - Duncraig House and the lower lands - will be sold.  This would prevent the use of Duncraig House as a 
community facility and the lower lands as public open space.  These community assets are irreplaceable and 
must be protected. 

Point Heathcote has historical significance for Western Australia, stretching back before the foundation of the 
colony.  In 1827, Captain Stirling camped and planted a garden on the site during his exploration of the Swan 
River.  The point is named after Midshipman G.C. Heathcote, who travelled with Captain Stirling on that 
expedition and is reported to be the first European to set foot on the site.  Later, Point Heathcote was favourably 
considered for the site of Perth, the capital of the new colony.   

Point Heathcote was an important site for the Beeliar Aboriginal people.  It was part of the territory of the 
warrior Midgegooroo and his son, Yagan.  The land on top of the scarp, where the heritage buildings now are, 
was used as a lookout.  The lower land was a favoured camping and fishing spot known variously as 
Gulgeegalup, Goolugatup or Kooyagoordup, the place of the kooyar - a species of frog.  This was due in part to 
the presence of freshwater springs, which Captain Stirling noted when he camped there.  The area was also used 
for Aboriginal men’s initiation ceremonies and, according to the Nyoongah circle of elders, has mythological 
and spiritual significance and therefore should not be developed for luxury housing.  The lower lands are now 
entered on the interim register of Aboriginal sites - site No 18623.   

More recently, Point Heathcote was the site of the Point Heathcote reception home, also known as Heathcote 
Hospital, for the treatment of patients with mental illness.  The Lieutenant Governor, Sir Robert McMillan, 
opened the hospital on 22 February 1929.  The National Trust of Australia assessment of Point Heathcote notes -  

When opening ‘Heathcote’ the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Robert McMillan said, “I had always hoped 
this spot would become a public reserve.”  This summarises the expressions of many, over a 
considerable period of time, who have sought Point Heathcote as the southern foreshores equivalent of 
Kings Park. 

During its time as a reception home, Duncraig House was the nurses’ quarters, and the lower lands were used for 
rest and recreation by the staff, patients and the wider community. 

The previous Government decided that, as the Heathcote Hospital closed in 1987, it would be desirable to restore 
the central complex of hospital buildings so that they could be used as community facilities.  The immediate 
surrounding grounds were to be restored and maintained for use as parkland.  The City of Melville has 
completed this work on the upper land and buildings and people from all over the southern suburbs and beyond 
are already using this area.  In fact, the site is so popular that on a sunny day or evening it is hard to find a picnic 
spot on the land on top of the scarp.  Younger children have access to an adventure playground; however, older 
children have nowhere to run or kick a ball while the family is picnicking.  This is why it is so important to 
properly maintain and protect the lower lands and link them to the grounds immediately surrounding the heritage 
buildings. 

The refurbishment cost approximately $6 million, and the City of Melville is eager to recover the money it spent.  
The initial proposal was to fund the works by the sale of the lower lands.  This would also have provided the 
Department of Health with the $4 million it wanted from the deal.  This provoked intense opposition from the 
community, and the proposal was abandoned.  Instead, the Government and the City of Melville agreed to sell 
other crown land within the City of Melville to recoup the $6 million.  The Department of Health’s $4 million 
was expected to come from the sale of Duncraig House.  This agreement was reached between the previous 
Government and the City of Melville on 9 January this year.  In fact, under this agreement, the City of Melville 
will lease Murray House back to the Government for 100 years at a peppercorn rent.  The value of this lease has 
been estimated at over $5 million, so this Government is benefiting from the previous Government’s 
arrangements. 

The sale of Duncraig House and the lower lands would go against the wishes of the community, as demonstrated 
by the number of signatures on the many petitions - now over 14 000 - that have been and continue to be 
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presented to this House.  The sale of the lower land would also contravene the terms of the coordination 
agreement between the State Government and the City of Melville.  Clause 8.1(a) of that agreement states - 

(1) it is intended that the Lower Land be reserved for Parks and Recreation under the Metropolitan 
Region Scheme and that the care, control and management of the Lower Land be placed with 
the City in accordance with the LAA;  

(2) full public access is to be provided to the Lower Land as a park and it is to be landscaped and 
maintained by the City to a standard commensurate with the Heathcote Heritage Precinct 
Land; 

Both the Aboriginal and the non-Aboriginal community want the whole of the Heathcote hospital site, including 
Duncraig House and the lower lands, protected and retained under public ownership; that is, under the control of 
the State Government or the City of Melville.  They want Heathcote kept as a community asset - and it is a 
wonderful community asset.  The grounds include playground and barbecue facilities, and the restored Heathcote 
buildings are being used for a children’s playgroup, parents’ groups, dance and performance groups and many 
craft workshops.  Heathcote is also used as meeting rooms by community groups and commercial users, and as 
the venue for two concert series.  Other facilities include a museum and gallery that are used for art exhibitions, 
including the upcoming City of Melville art awards.  There will soon be a restaurant for the benefit of visitors to 
the site.  Challenger TAFE will use Murray House as a venue for some of its courses, including train the trainer 
and youth leadership and development.  Potentially, Duncraig House could be used as a library, health centre, 
facility for community groups, office space or as accommodation for people visiting relatives in hospital or 
students from Challenger TAFE, Curtin University of Technology or Murdoch University, all without significant 
alterations to the internal or external structure of Duncraig House.  These uses could be accommodated without 
selling Duncraig House to a private developer, and they would provide some income from the property.  

The lower land is also a significant community asset, which should be preserved for public recreation.  Together 
with the grounds of the hospital buildings, the lowlands are one of the most important areas of public open space 
south of the river.  In this way, Heathcote contributes to the amenity and environment of the local community 
and to Perth as a city.  Population projections indicate that the population of Perth is expected to grow to over 
two million people by 2030.  As Perth grows, it is very important that parkland and public open space be 
retained otherwise, we will quickly find ourselves living in a concrete jungle.  

The Nyoongah circle of elders also supports the protection of Heathcote, particularly the lower lands.  The circle 
of elders was instrumental in having the lower lands entered on an interim register as an Aboriginal site, and they 
oppose housing development on the lower lands.  Along with the circle of elders, I am currently looking into the 
steps necessary to have the site recognised federally as an Aboriginal heritage site.  I have outlined the history of 
Point Heathcote and the Heathcote hospital.  The community believes that the history of the site should be 
acknowledged and respected and that the cultural heritage value of the site for both Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal people should be protected.  The Heathcote site already has some protection.  The City of Melville’s 
community planning scheme No 5 creates the Heathcote heritage precinct, which limits the possible uses of these 
buildings.  

The lower lands are currently entered on the register of Aboriginal sites on an interim basis.  If the Aboriginal 
cultural material committee determines that the site warrants permanent entry on the register, any development 
of the lower land must first obtain the consent of the Aboriginal community.  Furthermore, the entire Heathcote 
site, including Duncraig House and the lower lands, is entered on the state Register of Heritage Places, register 
No 3792.  This means that any local government consideration of a proposed development on the site would 
trigger referral to the Heritage Council, and any development approval must be consistent with advice given by 
the Heritage Council.   

This Bill seeks to improve the protection given to this important area.  Clause 4 provides for the land to be 
reserved as a class A reserve under the Land Administration Act for the purpose of providing public open space.  
This means that any future proposal concerning the Heathcote site that was not consistent with its reserve status 
would have to be brought before both Houses of Parliament for approval.  Reservation as a class A reserve is the 
same level of protection given to Kings Park and Rottnest Island.  Clause 5 of the Bill extends the protection 
given to the buildings on the land.  Under clause 5 any use of the land or buildings must be consistent with the 
provisions of a heritage agreement registered as a memorial on the title.  This Bill will give the community what 
it wants and will demonstrate that the Government is listening and responding to community concerns.   

Reservation as a class A reserve under the Land Administration Act is one of the highest forms of protection 
given to land in Western Australia.  The community can be confident that no part of the Heathcote site will be 
overdeveloped or sold.  It will give the community peace of mind that no later Government can retract the 
protection given to Heathcote without the consent of both Houses of Parliament.  It will also mean that 
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Heathcote will remain a community asset.  As can be seen from places like Kings Park, class A reserves are 
important community facilities.  Heathcote is a valuable community asset and it should be preserved for our 
children and our children’s children.   

The Heathcote hospital site is a tremendous opportunity.  It is a wonderful community asset that will be 
improved by careful management and protection of its heritage values.  Already the City of Melville promotes 
Heathcote as a local tourist attraction.  With time, Heathcote could become a significant tourist attraction for the 
southern suburbs.  Heritage includes cultural, structural and environmental values.  Heritage is not just what we 
receive from our parents, but what we pass on to our children.  Heathcote is used by a great many families who 
bring their children there to play, and in time it will be used by many other families and groups.  As a class A 
reserve there is no reason that our children should not be able to bring their children to Heathcote in years to 
come.  Heathcote presents all members of this Parliament with an opportunity to show vision for the future and 
leadership to protect this site as a community asset now for the benefit of future generations.  Heathcote presents 
this Government with the opportunity to listen to the community and to respond.   

I commend the Bill to the House.  

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Bradshaw. 
 


